
ANOTHER YEAR WITH CHRIST  
IN OUR MIDST 
Rev. John P. Gross 

 
Once again, throughout 2013 we saw 
God's hand involved in our personal 
lives and in the life of the congrega-
tion. As Iôve mentioned before, in 2013 
my own family rejoiced with the mar-
riage of Joel and Lily, as well as the 
joy that came from learning Lily is with 
child and Pam and I will be grandpar-
ents again.  

I've shared in many joyful events in the 
life of Zion this past year through bap-
tisms, family celebrations and anniver-
saries. In 2013 there has been a re-
newed energy in our parish. Zion Lu-
theran Church, through its leadership, 
has become more focused. The lead-
ership canôt know exactly what will 
take place in the future, but weôre ask-
ing the right questions and are poised 
for expanded ministry.  

In 2013 we took it to the Lord in a con-
gregation prayer vigil, and we will do 
so again in 2014. Finding the direction 
the Lord is calling our congregation is 
the first step; to wait upon Him in all 
circumstances and humble ourselves 
before him is also crucial. As we pray 
for the Lordôs direction, we pray He 
makes clear the next step weôre to 
take as we move forward.  

As most of you know, the questions 
weôre asking are related to additional 
staffing and the parsonage remodel. 
The staffing issue has to do with how 
we may serve God's people more ef-
fectively in our parish and in the com-

munity.  
 
Even though we haven't gotten all the 
answers this past year, and probably 
still wonôt in the new year, we know 
Christ is with us, wanting us to lean on 
him each day. Heôs in our midst 
through his Word. Heôs in our midst 
through His church and His people. 
Heôs also in the midst of His people in 
our struggles, and I'm sure 2014 will 
be just like 2013 when it comes to 
struggles and disappointments.  
 
12
Dear friends, do not be surprised 
at the painful trial you are suffering, 
as though something strange were 
happening to you.  
13
But rejoice that you participate in 
the sufferings of Christ, so that you 
may be overjoyed when his glory is 
revealed.  
I Peter 4: 
 
The year 2014 will be just like 2013: it 
will be another year of our Lord in our 
presence. Happy New Year! 
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03 Janet Burt 

03 Norma Fauset 

05 Romelle Humphrey 

06 Annette Gibbs 

09 Richard Simpkins 

12 Lucy King 

15 Ellen Keyser 

15 Margaret Schoening 

15 Barbara Tune 

16 Ryan Griggs 

19 Carolyn Radecki 

21 Tyrone Bomba 

21 Rob Donaldson 

21 Eric Morgan 

24 Susan Polk 

26 Bonnie Deringer 

26 Carol Howard 

29 Joanie Brown 

10 
Pastor & Pam 
Gross 

33rd 

24 
Jim & Vicki 
Ewart 

38th 

*If your name is missing from 

either list, please check with the 

office to make sure our records 

CHANCEL GUILD  

January Marguerite Maxwell 
Carol Howard 

WORSHIP STATISTICS 

DATE 8:00 10:30 Gen. Offering 

12/01 40 92 $7853 

12/04  47 $377 

12/08 42 NC $6757 

12/11  40 $153 

12/15 43 109 $5023 

12/18  48 $376 

12/22 54 97 $5257 

12/24 205 34 $1572 

12/25 53  $$443 

12/29 36 91 $6136 

READERS 

01/12 8am Allan Davis 
 10:30am Karen Jenny 

01/26 8am Ken Craig 
 10:30am Charlie Gibbs 

GREETERS  
01/05 Jack and Romelle Humphrey 

01/12 Ernie and Helma Cementina 

01/19 Richard and Yvonne Simpkins 

01/26 Pending 

USHERS  

8:00am   Bernie Luoma, Terry Pavlichek  

10:30am   01/05  
01/26 

Al Rybar, David Radecki, 
Gene Hewitt, Karl Haeuser 

 01/12 Derek Valine, Bob Wobrock, 
Bob Hux, Glenn Weitkum,  

 01/19 Wilbur Neben, David and  
Kari Knutson, Jack Humphrey 

YOUR ELDER BOARD  
01/05 James Polk 
01/19 Dwayne Head 
 Rob Donaldson 
 Kenneth Craig 
 Ed Steinbeck 

OFFERING COUNTERS 
01/05 Marcia Fischbeck, Terry Pavlichek 

01/12 Ruth Halsey, Maria Burt 

01/19 Corinne Wobrock, Marcia Fischbeck 

01/26 Ginny Randall, Terry Pavlichek 

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS 
Annette Gibbs, Glenn Weitkum,  
Carol Howard, Helma Cementina 

HARVEST BAG VOLUNTEERS 

Helma Smulders, Rae Wulff, Leo Wulff,  
Barbara Souza, Betty Kock, Kay Folta,  
Michelle Mason, Judy & Jerry Mueting,  
Rachel Morgan  

God gives us gifts and abilities ð that we may be equipped to serve 
others.  The start of a new year offers us an opportune time to as-
sess those gifts and see how we can use them for Godõs glory and 
the good of His people.   The motivation to do this comes from the 
same One who gave the gifts!  Just as He was motivated by love 
for us to give us, not just our gifts, but His greatest gift, His Son, so 
we are motivated by love for Him to serve those He calls us to serve. 
We have before us a whole new year.  Think of the abundance of possibilities and 
opportunities God lays before us for service to His kingdom in the minutes and 
hours that make up the days of the year 2014! 

The 2014 
flower chart 
has been 
posted in 
the fellow-
ship hall. 
Be sure to 

sign up early for the dates 
you wish to donate flowers 
to brighten our altar. 

Thank You  
 
On behalf of Pastor, Vito, Greg, Gail, and Mary, thank 
you so much for remembering us during the Christ-
mas holiday with your generous gift.  We all find such  
joy in serving the Lord and His people at Zion, and we 
look forward to serving again in 2014. 
 
In Christ, 
 



January 2014 

Boˉrʋ Pɼeˡiɩˏnʠ 
Janet de la Motte 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Thank you all for attending the Vot-
ersô Meeting in December. We 
have been blessed in many ways 
this past year, and we look forward 
to making important decisions in 
the New Year. 

To implement the vision, the Board 
of Directors is very committed to 
mission work and spreading the 
Word to our community. In January 
you will be receiving more details 
about the duties and costs of call-
ing a vicar which is a one-year pro-
gram. His main duties would be to 
minister to the college group and 
also learn the duties of becoming a 
pastor This is option one. You will 
also receive information about the 
duties and costs of a Director of 
Christian Education (DCE). This 
person has been trained in ministry 
for working with families and youth.  
This person would be called for an 
on-going position unless we vote 
for one-year hiring with the inten-
tion of calling them the second 
year. The congregation would have 
to agree to financially support such 
additional ministry.  This is the sec-
ond option before us. The third op-
tion would be to not support addi-

tional ministry at this time. 

On the parsonage issue, we thank 
Nick Watry for helping us with 
plans. The first option is what Nick 
presented that included a total re-
model of the parsonage with some 
alterations.  It would be a comforta-
ble place in the end, but the loca-
tion is poor. A second option would 
be for a slightly different design, 
but would be less costly. These 
costs are being tabulated. The third 
option would be to include remod-
eling just the kitchen and minimal 
changes to the small bathroom. 
This design is in hopes to eventual-
ly relocate the pastor and his family 
to a modular home on our back 
field. A garage for church storage, 
etc. would be included as the cur-
rent garage has termites and is in a 
poor location. This option would 
allow for more privacy and would 
open up the older parsonage for 
other uses. But this option would 
take longer to implement, and 
would be the most costly. The con-
gregation would have to decide 
how to fund all options. The Board 
of Directors does believe that we 
must do something to improve the 
living conditions of our pastor and 
his family. 

Please note: The next Votersô 
Meeting is now scheduled for Janu-
ary 19th after the second service.  
Soon more information regarding 
these issues will be put in your 
boxes at church before the meet-
ing.  Now you keep me informed by  
offering me your ideas either by 
putting a letter in the church box or 
by emailing me. Those ideas will 
be compiled and copied so all can 
see the differing opinions and then 
you decide which idea you support.   
At the meeting, we will only discuss 
these two topics: Ministry staffing 
and Housing. After prayerful 
thought, voting will take place by 
private ballot and will be returned 
to the church by the following Sun-
day. 

We have an exciting year before 
us. I look forward to serving you 
and working with the new Board of 
Directors. We also look forward to 
what direction the Lord wants us to 
go in the New Year. 

What is a church and who is going 
to spread the word of Christ?     
The answer is found in the word 
itself:  

CH   UR   CH 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19, 2013,  12:00 PM  

Members of Zion are invited to join us in the Fellow-
ship Hall after the late service for a special Voters' 
meeting. 
At the meeting, we will only discuss these two  
topics:  Ministry staffing and housing.   

Reminder to Board members: The monthly board 
meeting has been moved to January 14 (a week earlier 

than normal to meet before the Voters meeting)  



Dear Friends of Zion, 
 
Last month was quite a whirlwind, but I am happy to 
report that just about everything which I set out to 
accomplish music-wise for the holidays at Zion came 
true, and this was perhaps the best fulfillment of a 
Christmas wish that I could have asked for.  In partic-
ular I would like to recognize our guest musicians 
who were willing to share with us their talents at such 
a busy time of year: Maddy Nager on flute, who ac-
companied the choir on the last Sunday before 
Christmas; and Sal Garza and Jim Heintz, who pro-
vided accompaniment on violin at both the Christmas 
Eve services. I would also like to commend the choir 
for their diligence in being willing to learn and present 
so much music over such a short period of time, even 
to the point of sacrificing precious hours between 
Sunday services for the sake of what I considered to 
be a handful of invaluable extra rehearsals. And final-
ly, I would like to thank our in-house accompanist 
during those extra rehearsals, Mary Schmidt, who 
graciously volunteered her time on Sundays to help 
lead sectionals with the choir. 

I will admit that we were perhaps a bit ambitious in 
our undertakings this year, however. We fell a little 
short in delivering on a promise to form a hand bell 
choir, although there will be a chance to rectify this in 
the coming weeks as Vicki Ewart will again be offer-
ing to lead tutorials for those still interested in learn-
ing how to play. And we didn't have quite enough 
kids to mount a full performance with the hand 
chimes, so the best I could do given the time frame 
was to teach the two who could commit how to play 
the chimes at the top of the hour before both Christ-

mas Eve services (a big shout-out to Patricia Grimes' 
granddaughters, Kaylee and Kiara!). All in all, though, 
I think we were fairly successful in proclaiming the 
Advent of our King through the medium of music. 

But with the Christmas season now behind us, it is 
time to focus our attention on the season of Epipha-
ny, which will occupy us for the next two months. In 
terms of music, we often associate the carol "We 
Three Kings of Orient Are" or the hymn "O Morning 
Star, How Fair and Bright!" (which the choir sang a 
wonderful rendition of last year) with Epiphany, how-
ever there is another tune that has come down to us 
through the centuries which, in Lutheran churches at 
least, is most closely associated with this season, 
namely, Herr Christ, der einig Gotts Sohn ("Lord 
Christ, the only Son of God").  Featured as hymn 402 
in the Lutheran Service Book, it is, I suspect, a hymn 
that may be unfamiliar to this congregation, which is 
why I am making it my mission this year to ensure it 
becomes part of  Zion's "canonical" list of hymns. To 
this end, I will be enlisting the choir to sing two ver-
sions of it in the coming months: one, a more tradi-
tional setting from the hand of J. S. Bach; and anoth-
er, more contemporary, version for a pared down two
-part choir. Hopefully after these, and at least one 
inclusion of the actual hymn in a Sunday service, the 
congregation will start to glean the significance of 
this, what I think of as being a somewhat idiosyncrat-
ic hymn. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Gregory H. Riley, M. Mus. 

Director of 

Muˡiʉ M˔˚isˢˠɰeʟ 

 DINNER FOR EIGHT  

  

Please sign -up in the Parish Hall to be included in our 

Dinner for Eight .  At the end of January you will be as-

signed to a group.  The person or persons at the top of 

the list will be the first to host a luncheon or dinner.  It is 

up to the group to decide if the host is to provide the entire meal or to provide the main dish with 

the rest of the group providing an appetizer, salad or dessert.  The host can invite people from our 

congregation, college students or the community if they so desire to round out your Dinner for Eight .   

The main group rotates to another home the next month.  This is meant to be a fun casual fellowship 

event to get better acquainted with our members and others.  The event continues throughout the 

months of February ð April.  

For more information, contact:  Janet de la Motte  



January 19 
"Just in Time" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
Jesus is the sacrificial Lamb of God Who brings hope and 
new life to all, just in time. (John 1:29-42) 

January 26 
"Jesus in a Box" 
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Ken Klaus 
Jesus transcends the labels and limits that people try to put 
on Him. (Luke 4:24) 

January 5 
"Pray, Praise and Give Thanks" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
The Lord's Prayer ends with a doxology of praise and a 
challenge for all who pray it. (Psalm 150) 

January 12 
"Keeping Score When It Counts" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
God really does keep score, but in Christ He counts you 
among the righteous. (Romans 6:1-11) 

Sermon Schedule  Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz Speaker Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 

Luˁɯˏrˉʘ W˛ɵˏʘ ˔ʘ Misˡi˛ʘ 
Lucy King, LWML Chair 

The Tree of Life will be the focus of the January meeting on January 11, 2014. We will hear from members of 
Zion who are working with the Tree of Life. Our ñTree of Lifeò will feature baby pictures of our members so 
please submit your baby picture on or before January 5. You may give it to Lucy King or leave it in her mail 
box. The meeting begins at 10:00 a.m., followed by a light lunch during which we will identify the baby pic-
tures on our ñTree.ò To assist the Tree of Life a free will offering of cash or gift certificates from Target to be 
used to purchase  car seats. Car seats must be new and are very expensive.  If you would prefer to give a 
gift, diapers are always needed. 

The First amendment to the Constitution states: ñCongress shall make no laws respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. . .ñWe must continue to let our voices be heard concerning 
abortion and to support those who stand up for the rights of the unborn. 

We hope you will join us on January 11, to learn about and support the Tree of Life. 

LOOKING AHEAD: In February we will again be preparing special treats for our shut-ins. The annual prayer 
breakfast will be held March 8. The theme for this yearôs Prayer Service is ñThis Is What We Are Baptized 
Forò authored by Rev. Bernhard Seter, who serves three congregations in North Dakota.  Mark the date and 
join us for prayer. 

Join us for fun and fellowship as 
Mel brings out the best from the sea 
with fish tales too. Bring your family, 

friends and neighbors. 

A - M:  BRING  SIDE DISH 
N - Z: BRING DESSERT 

For more information, call Mel or 
Janet 544-3947 or e-mail:  
delamotte@gmail.com 

Sundays at 7:00 a.m. on FM104.9 and FM90.7 

mailto:delamotte@gmail.com


FOR FEBRUARY SUBMISSIONS IS  JANUARY 20  

Sunday morning Adult Bible Class  
9:15 a.m. -10:15 a.m. in Room 1  

Childrenõs Sunday School 
Children are dismissed for class after the Childrenõs 

message in the 10:30 a.m. service  

High school/teen class  
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the office library  

Lutherõs Small Catechism class 
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. in Room 1  


