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Faithful and Wise Managers 
REV. JOHN P. GROSS 

November brings to mind a number of 
events. The National Holiday of 
Thanksgiving is probably the most obvi-
ous. There is another time in the month 
that we should all remember. As we 
move toward the end of the season of 
Pentecost the final few Sundays of the 
church year spotlight the last days be-
fore our Lord Jesus Christ returns as 
Judge. Ever since our Lord ascended to 
be with the Father, we have been in the 
last days. The angels who watched 
Christ ascend stated to the disciples; 
“This same Jesus, who has been tak-
en from you into heaven, will come 
back in the same way you have seen 
him go into heaven.” We are called to 
watch for Christ and to be ready for his 
return.  
 
Yet, as we watch we are also called to 
care, care for all of the precious gifts 
our Father has blessed us with. First 
and foremost, we have been entrusted 
with the Gospel of our Lord. The Word 
of God that reminds us that Christ pur-
chased us with his very own blood. In 
his death and resurrection we have 
been granted freedom from our sins 
and the promise of eternal life. As a 
Christian church we are mindful that 
down the ages mankind has done its 
best to change this simple Good News 
of Jesus Christ and has made it into a 

Gospel with conditions and require-
ments. So the role of the church is to 
proclaim this message of truth and 
hope to a dying world. As members of 
Zion Lutheran Church we are called to 
protect it and to be faithful and wise 
managers of the hope we have in 
Christ. 
 
The Gospel is the ultimate gift from 
God but he also daily blesses us with 
all things. As we wait for his return we 
are caretakers of everything. Not only 
the Holy Gospel but we are caretakers 
and spiritual managers of our children 
and families, our property and monies, 
they are all his, even though we reap 
the benefits. One of Webster’s defini-
tions for the word “manage” is; “To 
achieve ones purpose.” God’s pur-
pose through all of his blessings to the 
believer and the unbeliever is to ulti-
mately draw us to the Lord. As we see 
what we have through his blessings it 
illustrates his concern and care for us, 
which will in the end point us to His 
greatest gift in the blessing of his son 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
 
Specifically to the believer God has 
blessed each of us with Time, Talents, 
and Treasure. His purpose for us as 
faithful and wise managers, is to invest 
ourselves into the ministry here at Zion 
Lutheran Church so that some may be 
saved. 
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Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s 
family the Church, in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes. 

Most people believe that money brings happiness, so they always want more of it. But 
money does not bring happiness. Money and the things that money can buy do not pro-
duce the good life. The good life is found in a relationship with Jesus and in using what 
God has given us to build His kingdom. Through the working of the Holy Spirit, we will 
hold the things of this world loosely and focus on things that are eternal. 

Serving this month 

GREETERS  
Lucy King, Michelle Tarango,  
Gary & Karen Reif, Tom & Dawn Jones 
John & Jane Miller,  

CHANCEL GUILD MEMBERS 

Margaret Schoening, Pat Wood 

HARVEST BAG VOLUNTEERS 

Helma Smulders, Rae Wulff, Leo Wulff,  
Pat Wood, John Kock, Barbara Souza,  
Betty Kock, Frank Wood, Kay Folta,  
Margaret Schoening, Elmer Meier,  
Elaine Eppert, Michelle Mason,  
Students from Mission Prep High School 

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS 

Grace Arndt, Elaine Eppert 
Glenn Weitkum 

YOUR ELDER BOARD 

Roger Randall, Gary Reif 
Glenn Weitkum, Jeff Tolle, Bob Hux 
November Duty Elder: Bob Hux 

OFFERING COUNTERS 

Maria Burt, Ginny Randall, Marcia Fischbeck, 
Elaine Eppert, Ruth Halsey, Frank & Pat Wood, 
Robert & Corinne Wobrock, Annette Gibbs 
Ed & Linda Steinbeck, Val Wente,  

USHERS  

8:00 a.m. Bernie Luoma, Elmer Meier 

10:30 a.m.  

Team 1: Wilbur Neben, David & Kari  
              Knutson, Jack Humphrey 
Team 2: Gus Keyser, Gene Hewitt,  
              Karl Haeuser, John Miller 
Team 3: Elmer Meier, Al Rybar,  
              Glenn Weitkum  
Team 4: Derek Valine, Karen Valine,   
              Charles  Gibbs, Robert Hux 
Team 5: Dana Baker, College students 

07 Dr. Charles Seger 

10 Rae Wulff 

16 Roger Randall 

19 Quentin Heer 

21 Wilbur Neben 

25 Dolores Babcock 

27 Kevin May 

Worship  Attendance & General  Offer ings  

DATE 8:00a 10:30a General Offering 

10/02 30 99 $7,866 

10/09 49 84 $3,427 

10/16 40 90 $4,338 

10/23 32 92 $4,028 

 

November 13 

8am Marcia Fischbeck 

10:30 Lucy King 

November 27 

8am Janet de la Motte 

10:30 OPEN 

01 Allan & Beth  
Davis 

3rd 

10 Wallace and Janet 
Burt 

9th 

11 Jim & Lori 
Guelker 

17th 

16 Raul & Julie 
Tarango 

38th 

Martin Luther 
had a high, 
and certainly 
Biblical, ap-

praisal of a Christian: “A Christian 
is a child of God, a temple of the 
Holy Spirit, an heir of eternal life, a 
companion of the holy angels, a 
ruler of the world, and a partaker of 
God’s divine nature. He is a won-
der of the world, a terror of Satan, 
an ornament of the church, a desir-
able object of heaven, with a heart 
full of fire, with eyes full of tears, 
with a mouth full of supplications 
and with hands full of good works.” 

 That’s what we are to think of our-
selves. In God’s eyes we are 
something very special. This high 
position impels us to use our vast 
resources of time and talents for 
Christ and Christian service. 

 We think of the great losses to the 
human race caused by floods, by 
fire, by earthquakes, by tornadoes, 
by epidemics—but the great-est 
loss has been in the buried talents 
of God’s people. 

 All powers of our personality have 
been redeemed by the Lord Jesus, 
they belong to Him, to be used to 
His glory. When a person believes 
that and acts upon it, his spirit will 
come ablaze with joy’ and a great 
feeling of partnership with God. 



President’s Letter 
OCTOBER  2011 

BY GINNY RANDALL 
 
Since Roger and I are headed to Ber-
muda on October 7 and will not return 
until October 17, I am writing this letter 
early in the month.    
October should be another exciting 
month in the life of our congregation.  
"All God's Children Sing" will begin on 
October 5 and will meet on Wednes-
days from 4 to 5 p.m. in Classroom 1.  
Be sure to spread the word to all the 
children between ages 5 and 13 that 
you know.   Oktoberfest will be held on 
October 22 from 5:30 p.m. until 8:30 
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.   There will 
be bratwurst and German chocolate 
cake along with polka and waltz music 
and the chicken dance.  Get your tick-
ets (adults,  $15; students, $10; chil-
dren, $5; and under 5, free)  from 
Dawn Jones or any LWML member.  
The Joy of Reading Book Club will dis-
cuss Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand 
on October 28 at 10 a.m.  
There are several opportunities for Bi-
ble study.  A new class, called God for 

Us, will begin on Sunday morning, 
October 9 at 9:15 a.m. in the church 
office and is intended for those who 
would like to learn more about the 
Lutheran faith.   Regular adult Bible 
study continues at 9:15 a.m. in 
Classroom 1 and is looking at the 
unexplained including miracles.  A 
class on Tuesday mornings at 10 
a.m. in Classroom 1 will take a clos-
er look at the book of Romans.  An-
other class on Wednesday evenings 
at 7 p.m. in Classroom 1 will look at 
the spirituality of the cross.  Youth 
confirmation class continues on 
Thursdays from 3:30 until 4:30 p.m. 
in Pastor Gross' office.  Please take 
this opportunity to become a part of 
one or more of these studies.   
Phase 1 of the construction in the 
Back 40 is progressing and will be a 
topic of discussion at the Board of 
Directors meeting on October 18.  
The College Students have made 
their fall plans, including a progres-
sive dinner in November, a Christ-
mas dinner and gingerbread contest 
in December and a Shaver Lake Re-
treat in January.  

Adult Bible Class  
9:15AM-10:15AM 

 
Pre-Confirmation  
9:20AM-10:20AM  

 
Middle Elementary 

9:30 - 10:15AM 
 

K-2 Elementary  
10:30 AM 

Book Club meeting 
this month is on 
Thursday, Decem-
ber 1st at 10:00am 
in the office. The 
book being dis-
cussed is “Time of 
My Life” by Helga 
Ames. This is about 
her life in Europe 
and America. Any-
one who is interest-
ed, please join us.  

Shirley Weitkum  

Zion is looking for a paid babysitter to provide 
childcare in the nursery during the 10:30am ser-
vice. Commitment would be from 10:00am to 
noon, each Sunday. 
For more information, please see Kay Folta. 



A CLOSER LOOK AT THE BOOK OF ROMANS 
 

Tuesday mornings at 10 AM, CR1 

Join us as we explore Paul's letter to the Christian Church in Rome. The primary 
theme in this study is the basic Gospel message, God's plan of Salvation and 
Righteousness for all mankind, Jew and Gentile alike. Romans is the most com-
prehensive and systematic statement of the Christian faith in the Bible. Join us 
as we grow together in the Good News of Jesus. The class meets each Tuesday 
morning at 10 am in Room 1.  

THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE CROSS 
Wednesday evenings at 7 PM, CR1 

 

Explores the true understanding of ... 

 Justification by faith The means of grace Vocation 

 Theology of the cross The two kingdoms Worship  And the church.   

The Unexplained-Miracles, Mysteries, and More-                        By Christopher Halbert 

The Unexplained explores in detail the fascination and beliefs our contemporary 
society has with spirituality and the spirit world. Chapters include: 

Miracles Mystical Experiences Near-Death Experiences  

Dreams Demons Angels 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY  

Sundays at  9:15am, CR1  

“All God’s  
Children Sing”  

on Wednesday at 4pm 

in classroom 1 and 

what a joyful sound we 

are raising in song and 

praise to the Lord.  

Each week we are 

learning about the mu-

sic alphabet, intervals, 

dynamics, rhythmic no-

tations and vocal tech-

niques such as pitch 

matching and singing 

with a full rounded 

sound. We finish every 

class with our prayer 

circle and to hear the 

young children pray 

outloud is a special 

blessing.  I am so 

pleased with the gift of 

these children that are 

participating in this pro-

gram.  We are prepar-

ing songs to sing at an 

upcoming church ser-

vice and also at an ar-

ea nursing home.  

Please continue to pray 

for the program that 

more children will be 

brought into our doors 

to hear the Good News 

of salvation.  Special 

thanks to class assis-

tants Chris Haase and 

Shirley Head. If you 

know of family friendly 

neighborhoods to can-

vas, please contact 

Lynne Oliverius at 

lynne@zionslo.com.   

mailto:lynne@zionslo.com


The Unexplained-Miracles, Mysteries, and More-                        By Christopher Halbert 

The Unexplained explores in detail the fascination and beliefs our contemporary 
society has with spirituality and the spirit world. Chapters include: 

Miracles Mystical Experiences Near-Death Experiences  

Dreams Demons Angels 

The new October` 
board minutes and 
report packets are 
now available in the 
Narthex.  

Our annual Lutheran Women in Mission Christmas Party for all 
ladies will be held on Saturday, December 3 at the home of Leo 
and Rae Wulff, 1838 Sage Ave., Los Osos. 

The party starts at 1:00pm with a potluck luncheon. The sign-up 
sheet will be in the Fellowship Hall. The afternoon will be filled 
with an inspirational devotion, singing of Christmas Carols, and a fun gift ex-
change (gifts not to exceed $10). 

THIS MONTH’S LWML MEETING 
"Heaven: A Five Star Review" What images come to mind when you hear the word 
"heaven"? We will explore the answers to this question in a Bible study at the Novem-
ber meeting of Lutheran Women in Mission on Thursday, November 10 at 12 noon. 
We will also be finalizing plans for assembling & distribution of Thanksgiving bas-
kets to the needy and also "Bites for Mites" - a special fund raiser for District Mite 
grants. Bring your sack lunch and join us. 

"Bites For 
Mites" The 
November 13 
refreshments 
will be served 
by Lutheran 
Women in 
Mission. A 
free will do-

nation will be asked to aid funding of 
current District Mission grants. Come 
prepared to take home leftovers. 

Enjoy every tasty bite knowing that 
they were made with love just for you, 
and that the funds raised from your 
purchase are going to be used to 
spread God’s love to people in need 
through CNH LWML mission grant pro-
jects in our District and through organi-
zations in the Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod. 

If you would like to 
help LWML to feed the 
needy for this Thanks-
giving, please pickup a 
flyer with a list of  
needed items, in the 
Narthex  

MITE BOX SUNDAY  
is always 
the last 
Sunday of 
the month 
Please 
grab a box in the 
Narthex and fill with 
your spare change. 
Pray for the Mite 
projects, that God 
would use our gifts to 
lead many to saving 
faith in Christ. 

NEWS 

POINSETTIAS 
Once again we will be 
decorating the church 
with poinsettias for 
Christmas.  If you 
would like to contrib-
ute towards the pur-
chase of poinsettias, 
please place your con-
tribution marked Poin-
settias into the offer-
ing plate.  Thank you!” 

The Chancel Guild is looking for ladies to help with Chancel duties. A very busy 

season is approaching and the load would be lighter with many hands. If you are 

interested, please see Margaret Schoening. 



November 6 

"Behold, Believe!!" 

Lutheran Hour Speaker:  
Rev. Gregory Seltz 
God's love for us is great, amazing, 
beyond anything we deserve or can 
even imagine. It's a love He wants 
you to know, to receive, and to 
share.  (1 John 3:1-3) 
 
November 13 
"Be Encouraged by His Coming!" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker:  
Rev. Gregory Seltz 
Those who trust in Christ await His 
return with joy, for He comes with 
life, light, forgiveness and hope. He 
comes to put darkness and sin in 
their place, once and for all. 
(1 Thessalonians 5:4-9) 
 
November 20 
"The Power of a Thanksgiving 
Life" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker:  
Rev. Gregory Seltz 
A "thankful attitude" can bless a 
nation. Even more, an attitude of 
thanksgiving can bless your life! 
Confident trust in Christ and His 
Word is the source of true 
thanksgiving. 
(Luke 17:11-19) 

 
November 27 
"More Than He Seems" 
Speaker Emeritus of The 
Lutheran Hour:  
Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 
Originally, the word meek didn't 
mean powerless or impotent. 
No, a person was meek if he 
kept his power under control 
and used it for a purpose. 
That's the way Jesus was 
meek. Power for a purpose. 
(Matthew 21:4-5) 

Local Broadcast Schedule Speaker: 
Rev. Gregory Seltz 

Give me a 
sense of humor, 
Lord, 

Give me the 
grace to see a 
joke, 

To get some 
humor out of life, 

And pass it on to 

other folk! 

November 6 

Speaker Emeritus: 
Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 



Both metal picnic tables have been delivered one has 
been put together. A local contractor is erecting the per-

manent bench and back boards with runners for the horse-
shoe  pits. Barbeques are in the process of being ordered.  It 
won’t be long until we have to break-in all the new equip-
ment with a celebratory BBQ. Watch for details 

THANKSGIVING 
EVE SERVICE, 
WEDNESDAY,  
NOVEMBER 23  

AT 7:00 PM 
Come give thanks on 

this special evening 

service to God as the 

great gift-giver and 

source of all bounty 

who delights in hear-

ing our response. We 

give thanks for rela-

tionships in our 

homes, families, and 

communities; protec-

tion and safety in our 

land; the welfare of 

the church; and the 

blessings of the gos-

pel of Jesus Christ.  

 

“O come, let us wor-

ship and bow down, 

let us kneel before 

the Lord, our Maker! 

For he is our God, 

and we are the peo-

ple of his pasture, 

and the sheep of his 

hand. “ 

(Psalm 95:6-7a RSV}  
 

See you there on 

Wednesday, Novem-

ber 23 at 7:00pm  

Leo & Rae really got into the 

“spirit” of the occasion 

Daniel looks pretty “happy” even 

though it’s only non-alcoholic beer 

“TJ” spinnin’ 

the tunes 

“Dad! 

It’s  

1-2-3, 

1-2-3” 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

his love endures forever.  Psalm 107.1 

1 
10:00a    
Book of Romans  
Bible Study CR1 
 

 

2 
9:00a-11:30a 
Harvest Bag . 
4p “All God’s Chil-
dren Sing” 
7:00p  “The Spirit-
uality of the 
Cross” Bible 
Study, CR1 

3 
3:30p –4:30p 
Confirmation 
Class, Office 

4 
 

 

5:30p  GIGS, CR2 

5 
11a Choir  
Rehearsal 

 SET CLOCKS 
BACK 1 HOUR  

TONIGHT 

 
 

6          All  SAINTS DAY 
8a Divine Service- Communion 
9:15a Adult Bible School 
10:30a Divine Service-Communion 
             Receiving New Members 
10:30a Sunday School K-6 
*Fellowship is served after services 

 

7 
  

8 
10:00a    
Book of Romans  
Bible Study CR1 
 
3:30p Evang. Mtg. 

9 
9:00a-11:30a 
Harvest Bag . 

4p “All God’s Chil-
dren Sing” 

7:00p  “The Spiritu-
ality of the Cross” 
Bible Study, CR1 
      (Final Class)  

10 
12:00p LWML 
 
3:30p –4:30p 
Confirmation 
Class, Office 

11 
 

College Progressive 
Dinner 

 
 
 

12 
  

11a Choir  
Rehearsal 

13 
8a Divine Service 
9:15a Adult Bible School 
10:30a Divine Service 
10:30a Sunday School K-6 
*Fellowship is served after  serv. 

1:30p Square Dance Club, FH 

14 
 

 

 
  

15 
10:00a    
Book of Romans  
Bible Study CR1 
 
5:30p Board of  
Directors Mtg. 

16 
9:00a-11:30a 
Harvest Bag . 
 
4p “All God’s Chil-
dren Sing” 
 

17 
11:30a 
Ladies Lunch    
  

3:30p –4:30p 
Confirmation 
Class, Office 

18 

Zionews  
Deadline  

 

5:30p  GIGS, CR2 

 

19 
 

11a Choir  
Rehearsal 

 
  
 

20   STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 
8a Divine Service- Communion 
9:15a Adult Bible School 
10:30a Divine Service-Communion 
10:30a Sunday School K-6 
*Fellowship is served after services 

 

21 
 

 

22 
10:00a    
Book of Romans  
Bible Study CR1 
 
 
  

23 
9:00a-11:30a 
Harvest Bag  
7:00p  Thanksgiving 
Eve. Service 

4p “All God’s Chil-
dren Sing” 

24 
 

25 
 
5:30p  GIGS, CR2 

26 
 

27     MITE BOX SUNDAY 
8a Divine Service 
9:15a Adult Bible School 
10:30a Divine Service 
10:30a Sunday School K-6 
*Fellowship is served after  serv. 

1:30p Square Dance Club, FH 

28 
 

1:00p 

Bunco, FH 

  

29 
10:00a    
Book of Romans  
Bible Study CR1 

30 
9:00a-11:30a 
Harvest Bag  
Mid-Week Advent 
services begin 

4p “All God’s Chil-
dren Sing” 

 

November 6—Set Back clocks one hour at 2:00a.m. 
November 6—All Saints Day, New members are received 
November 20—Last Sunday of the Church Year, Stewardship Sunday 
November 23—Thanksgiving Eve. Service, 7:00p.m. 
November 24—Thanksgiving Day 
November 27—First Sunday in Advent 
November 30—Mid-week Advent Services begin 

Deadline for December 

newsletter submissions  

is November 18 



1010 E. Foothill Blvd. 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93405 

805.543.8327 ph   

877.561.3505 fax 

www.zionslo.com 

Upcoming Events 

           Fall/Winter 2011-2012 Term Events 

 Friday Evenings - 5:30 pm GIGS & Food 

every Friday 
 Fri. 18 November Progressive Dinner at 

Congregational Home. 
 Fri. 2 December Christmas Dinner & 

Ginger Bread Contest. 
 Fri.  January 13- Monday 16 January 

Shaver Lake Retreat. 
Wed. 18 January Our next Planning Meeting 
        

VARIOUS spontaneously planned events, & service opportunities 

at: www.zionslo.com 
 Be sure to stay tuned by joining our group’s email & Face book 

list; 
Contact: Dana at dbaker01@calpoly.edu  
 Fill out one of our information cards at the church 
 Services at 8 and 10:30 on Sundays. 
 Welcome: Come & find out all about our GIGS Fellowship nights 
a student lead Bible study. 

Zionews  November 2011 

Zion  
College Ministry 
Leadership team 

Dana Baker  

Nathan Klammer 

http://www.zionslo.com/
mailto:dbaker01@calpoly.edu

