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Only Eyes of Faith

Appreciate the Reformation
REV. JOHN P. GROSS

"If you consider appearances, what do
you see here at Wittenberg that is pre-
cious? You see nothing magnificent
about the church. Truly, the town is built
of clay.. Yet it is an 'lvory palace' of
Christ. Just so the most insignificant vil-
lage in which a pastor and some believ-
ers dwell is also a palace of ivory. But to
see this you need other eyes than the
eyes of the flesh; for this preciousness is
estimated, not by appearances or by the
verdict of the five senses and of reason
or by laws or the arts or philosophy but
by the Word of God." "What Luther Says"
pg.1188

These words were written by Dr. Martin
Luther in 1532, at a time when he reflect-
ed upon the Reformation. In the Refor-
mation of the church the Word of God
was once again given back to the peo-
ple. It is also true to say that in the Refor-
mation our Lord Jesus Christ was given
back to us. The church prior to the Refor-
mation taught that there was a way man-
kind could amend the sin in their lives by
doing penitence. By doing certain things
like paying more money to the church, or
fasting, God would be less angry with us.
But Martin Luther discovered in the Word
of God that our spiritual condition was so

grave we were in no position to give God
anything. Luther also found in Scripture
that it is this reason alone that Christ
came into the world, to do that which we
were unable to do. When it comes to sal-
vation we are never able to help our-
selves even in the slightest, it was for
this cause that Christ died on the cross
and rose from the dead.

The Reformation took place close to 500
years ago. But this amazingly simple
message that Luther re-discovered is so
valuable for today. Many times in our
world it isn't the church that teaches sal-
vation by works, but we convince our-
selves that there must be something we
have to do to gain God's love and for-
giveness. God's grace alone is so hard
to accept. But it shouldn't be. Trust in the
grace of God, that the work of salvation
in your lives has been completed. Now,
through the Holy Spirit live your life with
confidence.
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Most people believe that money brings happiness, so they always want more of it. But
money does not bring happiness. Money and the things that money can buy do not pro-
duce the good life. The good life is found in a relationship with Jesus and in using what
God has given us to build His kingdom. Through the working of the Holy Spirit, we will
hold the things of this world loosely and focus on things that are eternal.
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Serving this month

GREETERS

Gene & Liz Hewitt, Russ Foster, Shirley Han
Leo & Rae Wulff, Ed & Linda Stienbeck,
Tom & Dawn Jones

Kari Knutson
Janis Vargas
Dwayne Head
Roland Lassankse
Ernie Sebby

Ted Almstedt
Michelle Tarango

CHANCEL GUILD MEMBERS

HARVEST BAG VOLUNTEERS

Helma Smulders, Rae Wulff, Leo Wulff,
Pat Wood, John Kock, Barbara Souza,
Betty Kock, Frank Wood, Kay Folta,

Michelle Mason, Daniel Arndt,
Students from Mission Prep High School

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS

8 Grace Arndt, Elaine Eppert
Glenn Weitkum
(ERVIICY. R ELCERPLUN voUR ELDER BOARD

Fischbeck
Roger Randall, Gary Reif

Glenn Weitkum, Jeff Tolle, Bob Hux
October Duty Elder: Roger Randall

OFFERING COUNTERS
Barbara Almstedt, Maria Burt, Ginny Randall

21 Bernie & Dollie 57th
Luoma

Frank & Pat Wood, Robert & Corinne Wobro

Lesson Readers
October 9

Lynda Newsom

USHERS
8:00 a.m. Bernie Luoma, Elmer Meier
10:30 a.m.

Team 1: Wilbur Neben, David & Kari
Knutson, Jack Humphrey
Gus Keyser, Gene Hewitt,
Karl Haeuser, John Miller
Elmer Meier, Al Rybar,
Glenn Weitkum

Derek Valine, Karen Valine,
Charles Gibbs, Robert Hux
Dana Baker, College students

8am
10:30 Tom Jones
October 2

Derek Valine

Team 2:
8am

10:30 Team 3:

Javier Guillen

October 3 @GCEUES

Mel de la Motte
Shirley Head

Team 5:

Margaret Schoening, EImer Meier, Elaine Eppert,

Marcia Fischbeck, Elaine Eppert, Ruth Halsey,

Ed & Linda Steinbeck, Val Wente, Annette Gibbs

rion,

ck,

SESL RS

S’rewards&r}zp

GOD'S STEWARDS ARE...

GOD'S STEWARDS.
MANAGERS, NOT OWNERS.
SAINTS AND SINNERS.

UNIQUELY SINGULAR, YET
PROFOUNDLY PLURAL.

IN THE WORLD, BUT NOT OF
THE WORLD.

LOVED AND LOVING.
SERVED AND SERVING.

GOD'S STEWARDS LIVE WITH
AN AWARENESS OF THE
PRESENT AND FUTURE, OF
TIME AND ETERNITY.

GOD'S STEWARDS LIVE IN-
TENTIONALLY IN THE LIGHT
OF GOD'S ETERNAL PUR-
POSE WHILE BEING FIRMLY
COMMITTED TO HIS RULE IN
THE HERE AND NOW.

Worship Attendance & General Offerings

DATE
09/04
09/11
09/18
09/25

8:00a 10:30a

General Offering
$6,202
$3,445
$4,244
$3,758

28
35
36
46

77



President’s Letter

SEPTEMBER 2011
BY GINNY RANDALL

This has been a month of both happy
(our trip to Russia) and unhappy (the
death of my mother on September 10)
events in my life so most of what |
know about what is going on in the
church has come to me second hand.
First of all, | heard that the Rally Day
on Sunday, September 11 was a big
success. Not only were there addi-
tional Sunday School children but also
there were new parents and attendees
from the early service involved. The
barbecue tri-tip was delicious and the
apple pies were out of this world. The
judges had a very sweet job. Congrat-
ulations to Janet de la Motte, who won
first place and bragging rights in the
pie contest.

There are several new projects on the
horizon. On Sunday, September 18,
we will vote on whether to begin a chil-
dren's music ministry. Initial work on
the back 40 has begun and additional
improvements are contemplated. A
security report was given at the last

Board of Directors meeting and
Property Management is looking into
bids to correct the problem areas. At
the September Board of Directors
meeting, we will look into whether it
is feasible to hire a babysitter,
whether to grant a request for waiver
of fees for a concert, whether to ac-
cept the bids to correct problem are-
as in the security report, whether to
proceed with phase two of refurbish-
ing the back 40, and establishing a
nominating committee for next year's
officers.

| want to thank everyone for all the
prayers, condolences and goodies
offered to me upon the death of my
mother, Doris Redies. Roger and |
are flying to Ohio on September 13
to bury her next to my fatherin a
graveside ceremony there and will
return on September 17. After-
wards, toward the end of Septem-
ber, there will be a memorial service
at the church.
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Book Club gets to-
gether this month on
Friday, the 28th, at
10:00am. The book
being is discussed is
“Unbroken” by Laura
Hillenbrand.

If you would like
more info, call
Shirley Weitkum at
544-3869

Adult Bible Class
9:15AM-10:15AM

Pre-Confirmation
9:20AM-10:20AM

Middle Elementary
9:30 - 10:15AM

K-2 Elementary

GOD FOR US 10:30 AM

A new class will begin on Sunday morning Oct. 9th in the church office at 9:15
am, called Go d F o Mhe tlass is intended for those who are visiting our = §ee

church and would like to know the teachings of our Church Body, or those who @ ¢ you
have no knowledge of the Christianity and would like to learn the basics. If de- mn

sired the class is also an entry point into membership of Zion Evangelical Luther- Sunday

an Church. for more information please call the church office at 805-543-8327. s SchOOl!
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The Hoedowners
square dance club
crew will be work-
ing in the Fellow-
ship Hall on Satur-
day, October 29 to
strip and re-wax
the floor. If any of
the congregation
are willing to help
us, we would ap-
preciate it. We will
be there from 9
a.m. until approxi-
mately 2 or 3 p.m.
until we are com-
pletely finished
with the floor.
Shirley Hanrion will
be supplying lunch
for all the workers.
Anyone interested
should call Shirley
or e-mail her at
shan-

rion@charter.net

/ion | utheran Church

Oktober&:st

FRESENTED BY

ZION LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION
OCTOBER 22, 2011

5:30p-8:30p

Oktoberfest tickets will be available in the Fellowship Hall after services this
Sunday, October 2. The Oktoberfest is the main source of funding our Semi-
nary Student with monthly stipends throughout the year. We also contribute
to local missions of choice with extra funds. If you are unable to attend the
Octoberfest, please consider a contribution for our student. The ticket prices
are $15 for adults, $10 for all students over 10, $5 for students 5-10 and un-
der 5 free. We will have a few hot dogs available for the kids who don't want
bratwurst. We are not having a band this year, but we will have lots of polka
and waltz music, and of course, the Chicken Dance! For beverages, we will
have coffee, tea, apple cider and a no host bar for non-alcoholic beer! For
dessert we will have German chocolate cake, Black Forest cake with cher-
ries and pumpkin pie. Hope to see you all there with your dancing shoes.
Tickets could sell out and we need the total number by October 16 for prepa-
ration purposes. Dawn Jones, LWML President. 541-1450




ADULT BIBLE STUDY
SUNDAYS 9:15am, CR1

The UnexXVplraichn ed , Myst Byi €hrisnaopMenr eH
The Unexplained explores in detail the fascination and beliefs our contemporary so-
ciety has with spirituality and the spirit world. Chapters include:

Miracles

IMystical Experiences

fNear-Death Experiences

Dreams

fDemons

TAngels

A C LOSER LOOK
AT THE
Book OF ROMANS

THe = A
Unexplained

Tuesday mornings at 10 AM, CR1

Join us as we explore Paul's letter to the Christian Church in Rome. The primary
theme in this study is the basic Gospel message, God's plan of Salvation and
Righteousness for all mankind, Jew and Gentile alike. Romans is the most com-
prehensive and systematic statement of the Christian faith in the Bible. Join us
as we grow together in the Good News of Jesus. The class meets each Tuesday
morning at 10 am in Room 1.

tae

THE SPIRITUALITY Splelcualicy

of tme CROSS
OF THE CROSS =
Wednesday evenings at 7 PM, Room 1

Explores the true understanding of ...
Justification by faith

The means of grace

Vocation

Theology of the cross

The two kingdoms

Worship

And the church.

Youth Confirmation class Thursdays, from 3:30 until
4: 30 I n Pastor GrossoO6 off

e E E ]
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I got robbed!
You just wait 'til
next year.
It will be mine!

Janet de la Motte
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WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE BACK407?

Projects are progressing with the arrival of two 46" tables -
thank you Marge Bosco for your donation of 1 table, it is re-
ally appreciated.

Committee members will meet Sunday, September 25, to
prioritize purchase of items needed to complete Phase |...

\undi:n!

serving table, BBQ, campfire bench, horseshoe throwing back stop and umbrel-
las.

Bids for Phase Il and Ill were presented at the September Board of Directors meet-
ing for consieration pending funding.

Phase Il includes a new sprinkler system for our 6000 sq ft grass area. This
area will be for multi-purpose use (Volleyball court/VBS activities area/
General use for church functions).

Phase lll is a landscaped dry creek bed to replace the Bermuda lawn area behind
Classroom 1.

Any questions regarding this project please contact Chris Haase at 544-4995.
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What: A children’s music outreach ministry for members and the community
Who: Lynne Oliverius, Director of Children’s Music Ministries

For Who: For any child ages 5-13, churched & unchurched, grandchildren, MAKE A
neighbors, nieces and nephews, your children’s friends DIFFERENCE DAY

When: Wednesdays from 4-5pm in classroom 1, beginning October 5. NATIONAL DAY OF DOING GOOD

How can | Help: Pray for the success of the program that the children will hear and
sing of the “Good News,” - flyer distribution, - talk to people about G
the FREE program, - volunteer in any capacity including possible
costume sewing, set building, snack preparation, program print-
ing, - greeting and welcoming new families.

Contact Me: lynne@zionslo.com or by talking to me at Sunday services.
Thank you

d A

P n
2" ' ..Susan and Jim Polk for donating the
dL as=

the other Zion mem-
bers through the na-
tional Make a Differ-
ence Day on October
22nd at 9am. Non-
profit agencies
throughout the Coun-
ty need our help

with projects ranging
from gardening and
painting to special
events and fundrais-
ers. No skill is need-
ed. If you are inter-
ested please con-
tact Dana Baker

at dbakerOl1@calpoly.
edu or sign up on the
clip board after
church in the fellow-
ship hall.

J‘

e _ ““““i"w,’ beautlful Kimball console piano for use in
puss el the "All God's Children Sing” ministry. We
greatly appreciate your gift and it will be
used each week as the children sing songs of praise.

Lynne Oliverius, Director of Children’'s Music Ministries

Thanks!

Dana
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Eoard Roports

The new
September board
meeting minutes
and report packets
are now available
in the Narthex.

Fair Trade Faire November 12

Bethania Lutheran Church in Solvang is hosting a Fair Trade Faire featuring handcrafts
from artisans and foods from farmers in 35 developing countries around the world. The
sale will be held on Saturday, November 12, from 9 am to 2 pm in the Parish Hall.
Bethania Lutheran Church is located at 603 Atterdag Road in Solvang.

Beautiful home décor, jewelry and other accessories, Christmas decorations, children’s
toys and other items, coffees, teas and Divine chocolate will be available. These things
are great gifts for Christmas, birthdays and other occasions. You will find not only rea-
sonably priced gifts, but many useful items for your own home, which may previewed
on the SERRYV International website, serrv.org, and the Maya Works website,
mayaworks.org.

Being a Fair Trade buyer means that your purchases directly benefit artisans and farm-
ers who are working hard to help themselves. Your purchases enable them to support
their families while also helping their communities improve education, medical care and
public health.

This is not a fundraiser for Bethania Lutheran Church. Products sold come from Lu-
theran World Relief-SERRV and Maya Works (Guatemala). These organizations offer
a fair price and production advice to artisans and farmers while working with them to
improve their communities. Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Central Coast Chapter has
offered a special $1,500 challenge grant for proceeds from this event, which will go to
the LWR Handcraft and Food Projects.

Because we are a regional event, we are ordering a wide variety of items. In addition to
providing lots of choice, it will help your church with its ordering, if you sell fair trade
items.

For more information about the Fair Trade Faire, contact Nancy Emerson (693-1386;
fnemerson@verizon.net) or Bethania Lutheran Church bethania.lutheran@verizon.net
688-4637).

NEWS FROM THRIVENT

From September through November, we will be holding a Care in Region
Fundraiser to raises money and/or collect food for the area Food

Banks. Money and food collected by our Santa Maria churches and friends
in Northern Santa Barbara County will go to the Food Bank of North Santa
Barbara County. The food and money collected by our San Luis Obispo
County churches and friends will go to the Food Bank Coalition of San Luis
Obispo County. We are also planning 2 BBQs to thank people for the dona-
tions at the following locations:

Hope Lutheran, in Atascadero on October 8" at noon
Bethel Lutheran, in Santa Maria on October 15™at noon.

These BBQ'’s are open to everyone not just Thrivent Members.


mailto:fnemerson@verizon.net
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Lutheran Wowmen 1n Mission

THANKSGIVING DINNER FOR THE NEEDY

The Zion Lutheran Women in Mission and Service provided Thanksgiv-
ing Dinner makings to 22 Needy Families last year. This year we have
expanded the program to give 25 Needy Families the makings for
Thanksgiving Dinner. To do this we need your help!

We are asking assistance of our members and friends to provide the dry
goods and can goods needed to fill the Thanksgiving boxes. With the
aid of a grant from Thrivent Financial for Lutheran's Care Abounds in the
Communities, we are hoping once again to purchase the Turkeys from
the Food Bank, and locally buy the perishables. Though we would love
donations of Homemade cookies, from our members.

The boxes will include a Turkey, Rolls, Butter, Canned Sweet Pota-
toes, Canned Black Olives, Mushroom Soup, Canned Green Beans,
French Fried Onions, Stovetop Stuffing, Instant Potatoes, Turkey Gra-
vy, Cranberry Sauce. Along with Homemade Cookies.

On Sundays: October 30th, November 6th & 13th a basket will be set
up in the narthex to collect food. We will then purchase the items we are
short on. Any extra items will be provided to the Food Bank for their on-
going need. On Saturday, Nov. 19th we will be assembling and deliver-
ing the baskets to the families. Look for the box in the Narthex and fur-
ther updates in the Sunday Bulletins and next months Zionews!

Bu Nco

Thursday
October 27

1:00p.m.
In the
Fellowship Hall




Dear Friemds in Christ,

I want to thank vou for your
overwhelming support at the
passing of my Mother,

Mav Ann Ehlers. The cards and
prayers helped me during this
difficult time. We are so encouraged
OFrom t he about her new home, Heaven

of my Reformation | that our ]-13-1'!1 has given her and
have asked God to ;'1'1:;,"1;’ ;::Z;Zm

send me neither

dreams, nor visions, Pamela Gross

nor angels, but to

give me the right un-

derstanding of His Mite Box Sunday is October 30. Please grab a box in &g
Word, the Holy the Narthex and fill with your spare change. Pray for \@ \/A
Scriptures; for as the Mite projects, that God would use our gifts to Z‘l

long as | have lead many to saving faith in Christ. '

Gododos Wor df
know that | am walk-

ing in His way and In a recent class, Pastor Gross was asked to give the defi-
that | shall not fall nition of grace...Luther states...

into any error or de- “Either sin is with you, lying on your shoulders, or it is lying
on Christ, the Lamb of God. Now if it is lying on your back,
; you are lost; but if it is resting on Christ, you are free, and
Mar t 1 n you will be saved. Now choose what you want. According
to law and justice, your sins should no doubt remain on you; but grace has cast
them upon Christ, the Lamb. If God were minded to reason with us on other
terms, we would be done for.

| usi on. O

(Luther’s Works 46, 683)

Proof positive that
there are other fish-
ermen in the congre-
gation besides Pas-
tor John and Mel.

3
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Zion

College MiniStry UpcominIg EIIVA(/aVn'tst 2011 2012 T Event

- all/Winter - erm Events
LeaderShlp team 1 Friday Evenings - 5:30pm GIGS & Food
every Friday
1 Sun. 2 October Student Intern Experience
in Fellowship Hall.
1 Sat. 22 October Oktoberfest Celebration Utheran
1 Fri. 18 November Progressive Dinner at tUdent
Congregational Home. o
1 Fri. 2 December Christmas Dinner & Gin- ® ellOWSh’P
ger Bread Contest.
1 Fri. January 13 - Monday 16 January Shaver Lake Retreat.
Wed. 18 January Our next Planning Meeting

Dana Baker

VARIOUS spontaneously planned events, & service opportunities at:

www.zionslo.com

f Be sure to stay tuned by joining our gr
list;

Contact :Danaat dbakerOl@calpoly.edu

9 Fill out one of our information cards at the church

1 Services at 8 and 10:30 on Sundays.

1 Welcome: Come & find out all about our GIGS Fellowship nights

a student lead Bible study.

Nathan Klammer

Zionews October 2011

1010 E. Foothill Blvd.

San Luis Obispo, CA 93405
805.543.8327 ph
877.561.3505 fax
www.zionslo.com
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