REV. JOHN P. GROSS

These were the words expressed by a
“a multitude of the heavenly host” to
the shepherds who were watching their
flock by night. At first “An angel”
appeared, one messenger of God to the
shepherds, to state to them; “Today in
the town of David a Savior has been
born to you; he is Christ the Lord”.

Nothing like this had ever happened
before or would happen again. Oh,
there had been some mighty miracles
of God which mortal men had
witnessed or had heard about. The
shepherds probably knew Old
Testament history as well as the next
person. They knew about Moses, they
were familiar with God’s mighty hand in
action as he parted the Red Sea
protecting the Israelites from sure
destruction at the hand of Pharaoh. But
the announcement made by that one
angel was something that could not be
comprehended or grasped by the
shepherds. But there were those in the
area who truly understood exactly what
was happening. The heavenly host; an
army of angels which probably filled the
entire eastern sky. Thousands and

“GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST”

thousands of them, singing eternal
praises to God. Why? Not simply
because of who God is, not simply
because of his wonderful creation.
But because of what he gave to all
mankind. He gave to us himself
through his Son Jesus Christ. The
Messiah who had been promised by
Him so long ago. Yes, the army of
angels knew what it meant when the
Christ child was born in a manger.
They knew that in Christ, salvation
had finally been delivered to mankind
and that through his blood the world
would be reconciled with God. But
now somebody else knows and
believes. You and me. Just the
people who God sent his son to
redeem. Now in a sense, we are His
angels on earth, messengers to our
world and community of what God
has done and like the angels,
thousands and thousands, millions
and millions we sing at Christmas,
and at every opportunity given;
“Glory to God in the highest”

Remember a Savior, Christ the
Lord had been Born to YOU! Merry

Christmas.

Pastor Gross



Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s
family the Church, in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.
Most people believe that money brings happiness, so they always want more of it. But
money does not bring happiness. Money and the things that money can buy do not
produce the good life. The good life is found in a relationship with Jesus and in using
what God has given us to build His kingdom. Through the working of the Holy Spirit, we
will hold the things of this world loosely and focus on things that are eternal.
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GREETERS N2/ .
Dwayne & Shirley Head, S.l- d h
Derek & Karen Valine, Tom & Dawn Jones, eW ar S@P

~ Carol Howard, Mary Anholm
CHANCEL GuILD MEMBERS
Ruth Halsey

HARVEST BAG VOLUNTEERS

Agaln we come to the
time of year when we mark
the great miracle of Christ
Helma Smulders, Rae Wulff, Leo Wulff, ;

Pat Wood, John Kock, Barbara Souza, becommg one of us. “The
Betty Kock, Frank Wood, Kay Folta, Apostle John wrote, “The
Margaret Schoening, Elmer Meier, Word became flesh and
Elaine Eppert, Michelle Mason, m Hi wellin mon
Students from Mission Prep High School ez’de s dwe g among
us” (John 1:14). Jesus came
. to Earth; He bore humiliation
13 | Grace Arndt, Elaine Eppert and ridicule; He died that we
might live; He was raised that
we, too, might rise again and
Roger Randall, Gary Reif i i i “
Glenn Weitkum, Jeff Tolle, Bob Hux live forever with I.-“m' From
December Duty Elder: the fullness of His grace we

OFFERING COUNTERS have all received one

Maria Burt, Ginny Randall, Marcia Fischbeck, blessing after another” (John

Elaine Eppert, Ruth Halsey, Frank & Pat Wood, 1:16).  How can we thank
Robert & Corinne Wobrock, Annette Gibbs Him but to give ourselves and

Ed & Linda Steinbeck, Val Wente, our lives in service to Him!
USHERS

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS

ol " 8:00 a.m. Bernie Luoma, Elmer Meier

Team 1: Wilbur Neben, David & Kari
Knutson, Jack Humphrey
Team 2: Gus Keyser, Gene Hewitt,
Karl Haeuser, John Miller
Team 3: EImer Meier, Ernest Cementina
Al Rybar, Glenn Weitkum,
Team 4: Derek Valine, Karen Valine,
Charles Gibbs, Robert Hux
Team 5: Dana Baker, College students

Worship Attendance & General Offerings
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P res | dé—mwle r All are invited to come and hear her. If

you are interested in reading "The Time

NOVEMBER, 2011 of My Life", please contact Shirley
BY GINNY RANDALL ~= Weitkum or Ginny Randall.

November will be another busy month in . Our church keeps growing and coming
our congregation. Besides the ongoing up with new programs and Bible
programs, there will be a Thanksgiving studies. T embers were taken in o
Eve service on Wednesday, November 23 Sunday, November 6. They are:
and advent will start on Sunday, Ernest and Helma Cementina from
November 27. Midweek advent services, SLO, Robert, Carrie, Danielle and
along with soup suppers, will begin on Bobby Donaldson from Los Osos, Rory
Wednesday, November 30. and Rachel Gerber from Morro Bay,
The Board of Directors will discuss many Richard Harshman from Morro Bay and
issues at their meeting on November 15. Nick Watry from SLO. Please take the
Among them are the Back 40, Hiring a time to get to know them.
Babysitter, the Nominating Committee November is also a month to think
Report, the December Voter's Meeting about stewardship, which includes not
Date and Agenda, the Plans for Soup only treasures but time. November 20
Suppers During Advent, and an Update on is Stewardship Sunday and ideas for
the Seeking of Bids to Correct Problem service will be put forth. Please
Areas in the Security Report. consider volunteering for one of the
The Semi-Annual Voter's meeting will take boards, for outreach activities such as
place some time in early December. This Harvest Bag, for bringing goodies for
is the meeting for the election of new fellowship or for anything that needs
officers for next year and for a report by doing.
each board about what they have been We are all very sad to hear of the
doing during the year. passing of our organist, Doretta Takagi,
On December 1 at 10 a.m. in the church on November 8. There was a memorial

office, Helga Ames will discuss her book
entitled "The Time of My Life" as part of ) ,
the Zion Joy of Reading Book Club. 12 at 1 p.m. She will be much missed
Helga grew up in Germany during Hitler's by all.

time and has many interesting tales to tell.

service for her on Saturday, November

B

Zion's Nursery for infants and toddlers
will be open to serve members and visitors
during the Christmas Eve services.

Please sign up to babysit for one of those times.
Kay Folta and Joanie Brown will be circulating a
Sign-up sheet this Sunday, so you can get involved
with God's littlest ones.
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PRESIDENT EMERITUS’ FINAL
MESSAGE

November 15, 2011

For the past five years, it has
been my pleasure to have served on
the Zion Board of Directors. Call it
“good timing” or “the luck of the draw”,
but in either case, it was a real honor
to have served as Zion’s President
during our 100th Anniversary
celebration.

Thinking back, | credit two
women in particular for my
involvement with Zion. A number of
years ago, the late Peggy Peterson
encouraged my wife and me to attend
Zion. She said we’d find it a very
“friendly” church. Peggy was right. Of
the many Lutheran churches we’ve
visited over the years, including the
one in Michigan where Dawn and |
were married, the Zion congregation is
the friendliest and most inviting.

The other woman who played an
important part in getting me involved
with the church is Shirley Weitkum. ['ll
never forget the Sunday after the
service when Shirley approached me
and encouraged me to serve as vice-
president. “It's easy!” | think those
may have been her words. I'm not
sure that serving on any board is easy,
but it hasn’t been overly difficult. In
many respects it's been very
gratifying.

During these five years on the
Board, Zion has had many high
moments and a number of lows. The
sudden and unexpected losses of two
wonderful ladies, Joy Molnar and
Doretta Takagi, was a shock to us all.
Each of these women contributed so
much to our church. | am thankful that
| had the privilege of knowing them
and grateful that they touched my life.

On a high note, in his first year at
Zion, Pastor Gross has done an

amazing and wonderful job of
attracting new faithful members to our
congregation. It’s also noteworthy that
many of our new members, in addition
to serving Christ, have become
involved in serving our church. As we
grow, our need for more volunteers
also grows. Thank you for your help.

I'd like to honor one of the Board
members I've had the privilege to
serve with these past years. Not just
that she has faithfully attended every
meeting, (I can’t ever remember her
missing even one) but that Marilyn
Rybar has faithfully made sure our
Fellowship each Sunday is inviting and
nourishing for all. She and her
Fellowship Committee play a huge
role in our church. Over the years,
I’'ve had several individuals express
how much they enjoy that time of
friendly greetings and conversations
with other members. | guess it truly is
fellowship. Thank you Marilyn for your
years of great service to Zion.

Now, as my term on the Board is
coming to an end, | want to emphasize
that much of what happens at Zion
doesn’t just happen on its own. There
are a lot of volunteers behind the
scene that make things happen at
Zion. Pastor Gross talked about
talents in his sermon last week.
What's yours? | encourage you to
share your talent or talents with us.
Zion is growing, and as we do, you
need to get involved. Help in any way
you can to make sure that Zion
continues to preach the Gospel and be
the attractive, friendly and inviting
church that we all know and love.

Thank you for allowing me to be
your President Emeritus. And to each
of you, have a Happy Thanksgiving!

Tom Jones
Zion President Emeritus


http://www.920kvec.com

Advent Mid-Week Schedule

Wednesday, November 30,

12:00p Service, Sanctuary

6:15p “Chili Challenge”

7:00p Service, Fellowship Hall

Wednesdays, December 7
6:15p Advent Supper

Served by LWML & Fellowship
7:00p Service, Fellowship Hall

Wednesdays, December 14
6:15p Advent Supper

Served by Evangelism, Chancel, Finance

7:00p “Joy of Bethlehem” children’s Program
& “Carol Sing” Fellowship Hall

There will NOT be a service December 21

Christmas Service Schedule

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
7:00p.m. & 11:00p.m.

Christmas Day Service
10:30p.m

There will not be an early service on Christmas day

Our annual Lutheran Women in
Mission Christmas Party for all
ladies will be held on Saturday,
December 3 at the home of
Leo and Rae Wulff, 1838 Sage
Ave., Los Osos. The sign-up
sheet will be in the Fellowship
Hall. Plan on joining us for the
afternoon!

December 3, 12:00pm

R Potluck luncheon
R Inspirational devotion
R Christmas Carols singing
R Fun gift exchange
(gifts not to exceed $10)
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families ranging in size  arranging °f the

from two to seven. This
project is an annual
mission of the LWML.
LT IS year it increased
%. Thanks go to the
cooperation of the
church members for
their contribution
Thrivent for Luthera
donation, and the ladies
of the church who
contributed lots of
homemade cookies for
~ each family. The LWM
worked closely with
Harvest Bag for
acquisition of the
Irkeys and also for the
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provide songs for
Worship at 10:30
service
November 20th,
under the direction
of Lynne Oliverius



pandoned by the
world who are
your disciples.
Please give us
courage to
identify with

those who the
world not only
shuns and .
| shames, but -
those the world
persecutes and
ridicules. Father,

give us hearts like
Jesus for the

b
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The children
listen attentively to
Pastor Gross as he

gives his Children’s

Message




ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2012 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4™ AFTER 10:30 SERVICE
A Voter's Meeting will be held directly after the completion of the 10:30 a.m.

service on December 4. The meeting will focus on the election of officers,
board chairs and an addition to the Board of Elders for 2012. Also, each
board will present a short synopsis of what has been accomplished during
the year. Please plan to attend.

President John Miller
Vice-President Charles Burt
Secretary Dwayne Head
Treasurer Miriam Ziel
Property Management Charles Gibbs
Fellowship OPEN
Stewardship OPEN
Evangelism Susan Polk
Parish Education Robert and Carrie Donaldson
Finance Marcia Fischbeck

Board of Elders
Bob Hux , James Polk, Roger Randall, Gary Reif, Jeff Tolle

The following synopsizes the role of the Fellowship Board and the
Stewardship Board. For more detailed explanation of leadership
needed for each board, please consult the Zion By-Laws.

THE BOARD OF PARISH FELLOWSHIP

Strengthen the fellowship between congregational members spiritually
and socially; arrange for the integration of current and new members
into the life of the congregation; plan, supervise, and implement
gatherings of the congregation from time to time throughout the year;
review and implement ideas from various sources which will bring
congregation members into personal contact in groups.

THE BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP

Encourage the congregation to nurture and effectively organize its
volunteers; lead all members to adopt God’s way of gaining support
for His causes; assist members in finding the percentage of giving
which is right for them; provide year-round inspiration to achieve
these objectives. Extend educational material every quarter to all
members and friends; encourage the congregation to put people at
the heart of our ministry; supervise the raising of all funds within the
congregation; act as historian or archivist to preserve historical church
documents, and maintain records regarding memorials.

~




To : Zion Lutheran Church and, especially,
to The Lutheran Women and the choir

My family and | can’t thank you enough for all your help and support during this
difficult time. Doretta was just a beautiful person, my wife, my partner, and my
friend. Our time spent here at Zion was a dream come true. When we shared
our hopes and dreams for our future, we would both say that it would really be
great if we could find a church that would have a need for an organist and a choir
director. We knew it was a huge commitment, can’t take off anytime you want,
commitment to organ practice, choir practice, finding and picking music not only
for the organ part of the service but to match the choir, the service, and the
season. But we always thought it would really be fun and a real ministry that we
could enjoy together and really make a small offering to God and the church.
When Ginny Randall approached me and asked if | might be interested, | couldn’t
believe it. Now, we had to ‘put up or shut up’ with our commitment. With
Doretta’s full support and encouragement, we enjoyed almost a year of trying to
make music, singing and playing services. The choir has been truly amazing.
When we started, we wondered how many would even show up. And when we
told them that we wanted to sing for both services, we really didn’t know how
many would be there or continue to come. We were both so happy with how
everything worked out and the commitment to sing was incredible. We couldn’t
have asked for more. We were planning for Thanksgiving and for Christmas.
We had hoped to both retire next year to be able to devote more time to the Zion
music program. With this tremendous void in my life, I'm not sure what I'll be
able to do. But, | know she’s still making music and her music and her smile will |
always be with me.

| want to thank you for giving us this opportunity. Her memorial service was just
beautiful and a true testament to a truly wonderful, loving, humble Christian
woman. | should apologize to the Lutheran Women and to Tom and Charlie and
all those who helped set things up. The number of people that came and the
outpouring of love for her was pretty overwhelming. She never liked being in the
spotlight but | think this time it was OK.

Thank you, again —

Paul Takagi and Family (Corban, Jason, Jessica and Kimberly)

The Gross family would like to

invite the congregation to the =

Parsonage for a Christmas Ope’,o.fE_N “W;E
House on Saturday, December 10th, from 1pm
4pm.Come enjoy some light refreshments and
fellowship. Please, no gifts.
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Speaker Emeritus:
Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus

. December 4
"What Kind of People Should
We Be?"
Lutheran Hour Speaker:
Rev. Gregory Seltz

This world is passing away. It is
faith in Christ alone that saves, not
~ faith in man-made works, policies,
or programs. As we wait for Christ
to return, what kind of people
should we be?

(2 Peter 3:1-13)
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December 11

"Waiting for Jesus; Living
Relentless Lives of Grace! "
Lutheran Hour Speaker:

Rev. Gregory Seltz

God's grace is relentless, always
there, forgiving, encouraging, and
empowering our lives in Him.

(1 Thessalonians 5:16-24)

December 18

"Ordinary? No, Extraordinary!"
Lutheran Hour Speaker:

Rev. Gregory Seltz

Through God's gift of a Savior,
ordinary lives take on extraordinary
significance.
(Luke 1:26-38)
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Sermon Schedule
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Speaker:
Rev. Gregory Seltz

December 25
"Something To Ponder™
Lutheran Hour Speaker:
Rev. Gregory Seltz

The very first Christmas
greeting was: "...unto you has
been born this day ... a Savior,
Who is Christ the Lord." That's
still something for us to ponder.
(Luke 2:16-19)

LUTHERAN

HOUR
-MINISTRIES

People Of Christ With A Message Of Hope

The Lutheran Hour® which
began in 1930, is the world's
longest-running, Christian
outreach radio program. It
proclaims the message of
Jesus Christ to more than
800,000 people each week
over 1300 radio stations
across North America. It is
also broadcast on the
American Forces Network to
reach military personnel and
their families around the
world.
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Rob, Danielle, Robert & Carrie Donaldson, Rory & Rachel Gerber, ' message, Go

Ernest & Helma Cementina, Nick Watry of Salvation and
Righteousness for alll
mankind, Jew and |
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tambourine and dancing, ., anf 1
praise him with the strings atic statement
and flute”... (and the "'St'an faith in
clarinet)
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College students Paul
Case and Dave Roberts
share their talents
In Worship

= Back40 Both metal picnic tables have been delivered one has
been put together. A local contractor has erected the
& permanent bench and back boards with runners for the
horseshoe pits. Barbeques are in the process of being

a& ordered. It won’t be long until we have to break-in all the

new equipment with a celebratory BBQ. Watch for details
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Upcoming Events
Fall/Winter 2011 -2012 Term

Events

1 Friday Evenings - 5:30pm GIGS &

Food every Friday

1 Fri. 2 December Christmas Dinner &

_utheran
Ginger Bread Contest.

1 Fri. January 13 Monday 16 January StUdent
Shavér Lake Retreat. - FellOWShlp

Wed. 18 January Our next Planning
Meeting

VARIOUS spontaneously planned events, & service

opportunities at: Www.zionslo.com

T Be sure to stay tuned by joining ou
book list;

Contact :Danaat dbakerOl@calpoly.edu

9 Fill out one of our information cards at the church

1 Services at 8 and 10:30 on Sundays.

1 Welcome: Come & find out all about our GIGS Fellowship

nightis

a student lead Bible study.

Zionews December 2011

1010 E. Foothill Blvd.

San Luis Obispo, CA 93405
805.543.8327 ph
877.561.3505 fax
www.zionslo.com
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