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e Friday Evenings - 5:30 pm GIGS & Food every Friday
Friday, February 11 at 5:00pm Progressive
dinner at congregational homes.
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e VARIOUS spontaneously planned events,

& service opportunities at:
www.zionslo.com

e Be sure to stay tuned by joining our group’s email &
Face Book list;

e Contact:Dana at dbakerO1@calpoly.edu

Fill out one of our information cards at the church

ZION STAFF
Rev. John P. Gross, Pastor

Administrative Assistant

Vito Biondo Services at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. on Sundays.
Organist Welcome: Come & find out all about our GIGS Fellowship
Doretta Takagi nights—a student lead Bible study.

Thy Will Be Done

"Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven" Matt. 6:10

People say: 'Yes, certainly, God has given us a free will'. To this | reply: 'To be sure, He has
given us a free will; why then will you not let it remain free but make it your own will?" If you
do with it what you will, it is not a free will. It is your own will. But God has given neither you
nor any man your own will, for your own will comes from the devil and from Adam. They
made the free will which they received from God into their own will. For a free will desires
nothing of its own. It only cares for the will of God, and so it remains free, cleaving and cling-
ing to nothing.

Hence you see that in this prayer God commands us to pray against ourselves, and so
teaches us that we have no greater enemy than ourselves. For our will is the greatest power
within us, and we must pray against it: my Father, suffer me not to have my will. Oppose my
will and break it. Come what may, only let Thy will and not mine be done. For so it is in
heaven; self-will is not found there. Let it be the same here on earth. Such a prayer, if it is
offered, hurts our nature, for self-will is the deepest and mightiest evil in the world, and there
Is nothing which we love more than our own will.

Martin Luther W.A. 2. 104 f.

Winners!

By now most of you have met
my daughter Annamae. She
lives in Clovis in a group home
run by Bethesda Lutheran
Homes. It's our goal (if every-
thing works right) to have her
relocate closer to us in the near
future. Annamae lived with us
at home until three years ago
when it became apparent we
could no longer give her full
time care. Throughout Anna-
mae's life it has been a struggle
for her to transition from one
task to another. That portion of
the brain is just not there. She
is so very special to her family
and we appreciate that each
time she has come to Zion you
have welcomed her with loving
arms. Thank you.

| was recently reminded of our
daily struggles with her up-
bringing when | pulled out of
my files a past newsletter arti-
cle. It was appropriate then and
| feel it is now.

On a number of occasions we
were called by the teacher in
the middle of the day to pick
her up because she was too
upset. She would say in class
repeatedly, "I'm not going to
cooperate" yet she didn't even
know what the word
“cooperate” meant.

It was the last day of the school
year for Annamae and so far so
good, no calls from the teacher.
| waited for the bus to drop her
off at home. As it pulled up and
the door opened | got on board
to help her off. She was the
only child left on the bus. By
the look on her face | could tell
it was another tough day. |
could see that she had been
crying earlier from her tear
stained face. Yet, when |
looked at her close | noticed a
red, white and blue ribbon
around her neck with a Gold
medallion. Big letters on the
medallion spelled out the word,
WINNER! How appropriate.
Because regardless of her per-
formance in the "Academic"
year she was a winner to her
proud parents.

Did you know that you are a
winner! Not because of your
performance in life, on the con-
trary. We also have a problem
with cooperation, but the strug-
gle isn't over our teachers, it's
with God almighty himself. We
resist and fight Him over most
situations in life. He tells us

through His Word one thing,
but instead of following His
Word, we listen to our own
words.

Sometimes it seems that God
isn't cooperating with us in the
way our lives seems to be go-
ing. Where are the answers to
our prayers in lives tragedies?
As life moves forward some
may even wonder where is the
Gold in the "Golden Years".

As | was overwhelmed with
compassion for my daughter on
the last day of school, our
God's heart over flows for each
person on the face of the earth
with their personal affliction and
lack of cooperation. He an-
swers our call for mercy
through love. Love the only way
The Father could show it.

God loves us so much that He
sent Christ into our world to be
our teacher, our healer and our
Savior. In His death He took
our lack of cooperation with him
to the cross and turned it into
the greatest miracle:

"But thanks be to God! He
gives us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ."

I Cor.15:57

Daily, in Christ we are winners!

Rev. John P. Gross, Pastor
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Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family the Church,
in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.
Most people believe that money brings happiness, so they always want more of it. But money does not
bring happiness. Money and the things that money can buy do not produce the good life. The good life is
found in a relationship with Jesus and in using what God has given us to build His kingdom. Through the
working of the Holy Spirit, we will hold the things of this world loosely and focus on things that are .
i yop ? y ? Sun Mon  Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
: |
Those who served in January YOUR ELDER BOARD 1 2 3 4 5
Roger Randall, Gary Reif Wg 7:30a-12:00p  |3:30p
GREETERS: Glenn Weitkum, Jeff Tolle, Bob hux 10:00a HarvestBag. |Confirmation |5:30p GIGS  |11:00a Choir
o . . Galatians 7:00p Class, Pastor’s rehearsal
David & Kari Knutson, Glenn & Shlrley Weitkum F ebruary 2 1 Bible study CR1  |“God for Us” | office
Leo & Rae Wulff, Mary Anholm, Ro Miller o c Bible StudyCR1
Bob & Phyllis Hux FFERING COUNTERS
Barbara Almstedt, Maria Burt, 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
. . : 7:30a-12:00p |11:30 Ladies
Elaine Eppert’ Marcia FISChbeCk’ 8a Divine Service- Communion 9:30a Winkel Harvest Bag. |Lunch Circle at
CHANCEL GUILD MEMBERS: Ruth Ha|Sey, Bob HUX, 9:15a Adult Bible School N-o Galatians Tahoe Joe’s 5:00p College |11:00a Choir
Barbara Almstedt, Margaret Schoening Ginny Randall, Frank & Pat Wood 10:30a Divine Service-Communion Bible study 7:00p 12:00 LWML, FH |Progressive | rehearsal
10:30a Sunday School K-6 3:30p Evang. Mtg. |“God for Us” Di
*Fellowship is served after services Bible StudyCR1 3:30p inner
Confirmation
Class, Pastor’s
HARVEST BAG VOLUNTEERS USHERS i
Helma Smulders, Rae Wulff, Pat Wood, AA o o e
8:00 a.m. Service 16 17 18 19
John Kock, Barbara Souza, Betty Kock, . : 13 14 15
Frank Wood, Kay Folta, Margaret Schoenin Bernie Luoma, Elmer Meier 8a Divine Service Valentine’s 7:302-12:00p | 3:30p
A y ’ g ) 9, 10:30 a.m. Service 9:15a Adult Bible School D 10:00a Harvest Bag. |Confirmation |5:30p GIGS 11:00a Choir
Elmer Meier, Elaine Eppert, Michelle Mason, Team 1: Wilbur Neben 10:30a Divine Service ay Galatians 7:00p Class, Pastor’s rehearsal
Daniel Arndt, Dolly Luoma, . David & Kari K’nutson 12:303 Shunday SCthOfltK's Bible study CR1  luGoq for Us”  |office
. . . *Fellowship is served after serv. 4:30p BoD Mtg. i
Students from Mission Prep High School Team 2: Gus Keyser, Gene Hewitt, 111300 Parieh Education mtg, CR#L pBODMtg. Bible StudyCR1 | 0 Ean
. 1:30p S D Club, FH
Karl Haeuser, John Miller b oqtiare Fance M mtg., CR1
Team 3: Elmer Meller, Al Rybar, 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
OFFICE VOLUNTEERS Glenn Weitkum, Dale Struve President’s 7:30a-12:00p |1:00p Bunco  |10:00a
; . i i 8a Divine Service- Communion 10:00 FH. ; 11:00a Choi
Grace Arndt, Elaine Eppert Team 4: Derek Valine, Karen Valine, o152 Adult Blble School Day | Galatians Harvest Bag . Jboy ﬁf Tesd'ng sl
DO”y Luoma, G|enn We|tkum CharIeS GIbbS, RObert HUX 10:30a Divine Service-Communion Bible study CR1 Z:Gooodpfor Us” g:c?r?f?rmation ook clu
Team 5: Dana Baker, College students ”l‘géﬁgjlsshﬁ:?sa!ef::doggteK;Services Bible StudyCR1 |Class, Pastor’s |5:30p GIGS
office
Worship Attendance & General Offerings for January 2—23 /03 A Neb 27 Mite Box Sunday 28
nna iNeopen 8a Divine Service .
DATE 8:00a 10:30a General 9:15a Adult Bible School AdUIt Blble StUdy 9: 1 5AM'1 O: 1 5AM
) ’ Offering 07 Sandra Funk 10:30a Divine Service - H H . _ .
10,300 Sanday Schoo! k-6 Pre-Confirmation 9:20AM-10:20AM
January 2 26 71 $5 008 07 HGI Tune 1:30p SqL‘Jare Dance Club, FH Nursel"y & Elementary 1 030 AM
’ *Fellowship is served after serv.
January 9 29 95 $3,308 13 Karl Haeuser Deadline for the March 2011 newsletter is be Friday, February 21. The deadline for the Sunday bulletin is on Wednesdays @ 11am
15  Jack Humphrey
January 16 32 94 $4,517 . . on the Phone: 805-543-8327
18 Bee Zimmer Pastor: John P. Gross 'e :

805-543-8331

January 23 35 unavailable  $4,085 k24 Val Wente

Fax:
Congregational President: Ginny RandaII NEWLY UPD ATED Office email: zion@zionslo.com
772-5883 61 & Pastor: revjpgross@zionslo.com

-2|ons|o- Website: http://www.zionslo.com
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January 9th, Dawn presented to D
Al Evon of the Dakota Boys and 0 %r e S Slve Inn
Girls Ranch, a hand-quilted

cross quilt she made for their da 1 1 F b
quilt auction. W y e I‘%

Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch
exists to help at-risk children and A C u I | na ry E Xp e ri ence

their families succeed in the
name of Christ. Their children

experience emotional and For our CO”ege students

behavioral challenges. Some
struggle with learning

challenges. They provide care A p p @.&ﬁZ@ [./gS @ P@gﬁa@ FUS

for these children in residential
treatment facilities across the

state of North Dakota. ”Sﬁ' @@Mﬁ@ Ch@ﬁ P @Ym

) %ﬁ Starts Spm
’~7, Youth Confirmation classes are held each Thursday, at 3:30, in o
= Pastor Gross® of f-832%& tolPdgistarsfer thisa | | M@ﬂ@ @@M[TS@ @A\/fﬂﬂ)&iﬁf"§

i x J closs. 567 Bernardo Ave. Morro Bay

_ Chey: Barbara
Choir Notes Starts 6-6:15pm

sl Zom Sanctuary LS Dessert Course & Gammes @ Wulf's
All are welcome! If you enjoy singing, this choir is for you! i 1858 S@@@ Ave, Los Osos
Dessert Course Chejf: Rae
W Startse 7-7:15m0m

|l tds not too |l ate to join o

at 10:00 a.m. in room 1. We are studying Galatians. Sign up with Dana by Friday February 4 for this Culinary
Bible Study Feast, so the chefs know how much food to prepare!

I N

Date: Every Saturday

Time: 11:00 a.m.
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER

JANUARY 2011

BY GINNY RANDALL

Well, it's a new year and that means it's both time to take stock of what has been accomplished in 2010

and time to set some goals for 2011. First of all, let's look at what we have accomplished. We have a
new pastor, we got the parsonage ready for him and his family and switched the office space, our share
of the Barranca property was sold to Pastor Molnar, we trimmed our budget down for 2010, the website

has been updated, 15 new members (not including Pastor Gross and family were added in December, a
new members' directory was completed and there has been more advertising about our services.

Other projects are in progress and are part of the goals for 2011.

e First of all, we need to decide how we want to invest the monies from the sale of the Barranca
property. A big item of discussion at the December Board of Directors meeting was the investment of the
$216,332.52 (minus the loan payback and money set aside for emergency funds) from this sale. Some
wanted to spend it on various projects around the church. Others wanted to invest the whole amount and
only spend the interest. A committee consisting of Mel de la Motte, Charles Burt and Miriam Ziel was ap-
pointed to study the various investment and spending options and present a report to the Board of Direc-
tors in January. Please make your thoughts and wishes about this known to them. However, please also
remember our cash flow crunch at the beginning of this year, where | was asking you to give money to-
ward a reserve fund and also to increase your monthly giving. Some weeks we had to delay paying bills
because we didn't have enough cash on hand. Let's invest wisely so we never have to be in this situation
again.

e Second, we need to carry through on the establishment of the Joy Molnar Memorial Library.
Shirley Weitkum discussed the library with Pastor Gross and it was decided that we will have a library
featuring other media besides books, specifically movies and CD's. Recording pastor's sermons for the
shut-ins, having movies and CD's suitable for both children and older people available, and having a com-
fortable room to read books or listen to movies or CD's are among the goals of the library committee.

e Third, we want an updated safety and risk management program. Charles Burt is working on
this.

e Fourth, renovation of the back 40 is still a goal. After the investment issues are resolved, perhaps
we can address this.

o Fifth, growth in our choir and service attendance is a goal. Our choir will start back up in January
with Paul Takagi as director. With our new members and increased number of special services, atten-
dance should grow.

Sixth, an organized facility rentals program is a goal. Tom Jones, Pastor Gross, Charlie Gibbs and
John Miller have been working very hard to update our facility rentals.

Reports—President continued, Page 5

A big thank you to Charles Burt who has agreed to chair the January Board of Directors meeting while
Roger and | are exploring Antarctica. Another thank you to Tom Jones for all the great publicity about
our Christmas Eve services and the wonderful pictures in the new directory.

The Christmas season got into full swing at Zion starting with the Sunday School Program and the soup
suppers and Wednesday advent services. Then there was the holiday open house hosted by Pastor
Gross and Pam. Finally there were the Christmas Eve services at both 7 p.m. and 11 p.m., the 11 p.m.
service being a first for us. January started out with the installation of officers and the news of two new
classes being offered soon by Pastor Gross. What a thrilling time to be a member of Zion!

|m If any members are in need
—'lfg of a name tag, / \
l please contact i v The Joy of Reading book club
Kay Folta or Tom Jones ’ Il(’ ) 'y ) gets together this month on
: (. ‘ ( Friday, February 25, at
4 C/JC 10:00am.

This month’s presenter is
John Miller. If you would like

more info, call Shirley

Parish Education Meeting

Sunday, February 13, 11:30

Weitkum at 544-3869
Classroom #1

Ladies Lunch Circle \
First Lunch of the New Year

DATE: Thursday, February 10
PLACE: Tahoe Joe’s

TIME: 11:30 a.m.

If you need more information, please call Margaret Schoening

K at 543-5005




